Sports: With the NFL draft nearing, quarterback Jared Goff says he's open to restructuring his contract to help the Rams. B1 
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Experts project far fewer cases 


Forecast of 1,200 coronavirus deaths not expected 
to happen; 144 more test positive, four others die 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


Riverside County’s nightmare 
scenario in which more than 
1,200 die from the coronavirus 
by early May has been headed 
off for now, health officials said 
Wednesday. 

The latest projections show far 
fewer cases and deaths as officials 
credited the public for taking 


steps to limit the spread of CO- 
VID-19, the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus. Residents’ sac- 
rifices also helped lengthen the 
rate by which cases double, from 
roughly 4.6 to 4.7 days to more 
than seven days, officials said. 
“This is very encouraging be- 
cause it means that we may be 
entering a period of slowing and 
that we may have actually averted 
a major hospital surge,” Dr. Geof- 
frey Leung of the county-run Riv- 


erside University Health System 
said at a Wednesday news confer- 
ence. “We are cautiously optimis- 
tic that we are entering a slow- 
ing phase.” 

Supervisor V. Manuel Perez 
thanked county officials and the 
public for efforts to limit COV- 
ID-19’s spread. 

“We are in a much better place 
than where we were a week ago, 
and a much better place today 
than what we predicted we would 
be, and that’s because of everyone 
that’s coming together,” he said at 
the news conference. 

Still, the number of Riverside 


County cases passed 2,000. Num- 
bers released Wednesday show 
2,105 coronavirus cases, up 144 
from Tuesday, when the county 
had its biggest one-day increase 
in cases. Fifty-four county resi- 
dents have died, up four from the 
day before. 

The number who have recov- 
ered from COVID-19 reached 416 
— up 40 from Tuesday — mean- 
ing they’re no longer in isolation, 
show no symptoms and their pub- 
lic health cases have been closed. 
A total of 235 have been hospi- 
talized by COVID-19 with 64 in 
intensive care, according to the 


county public health website. 

However, the county is no lon- 
ger projecting more than 65,000 
cases and more than 1,200 deaths 
by early May that would put hos- 
pitals and ventilators at full ca- 
pacity by the end of this month. 
Instead, officials Wednesday out- 
lined four scenarios, from 3,250 
cases and 62 deaths on the low 
end to 13,108 cases and 249 
deaths on the high end. 

Which scenario unfolds hinges 
on how well county residents 
wash their hands, stay at home, 
leave the house only for essential 
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Air Force Academy 
srounds graduation pomp 


U.S. Air Force Academy Class of 2019 graduates toss their hats skyward as the Air Force’s Thunderbirds roar overhead during the May 2019 
graduation ceremony in Colorado Springs, Colo. This year, the COVID-19 pandemic is forcing a bare-bones commencement with no guests. 


Long-awaited celebration pared back amid outbreak; SoCal families disappointed, still proud 


By Keith Sharon 
ksharon@scng.com 
@KeithSharonOC on Twitter 


They reserved a spot for Eric’s grand- 
father and bought his plane ticket. This 
was going to be a great moment for him. 

Luis Nunez, 81, was set to fly from his 
home in New York City to see his grand- 
son Eric graduate from the Air Force 
Academy. Luis, a former Navy man, had 
always dreamed of being a pilot, but he 


never got the chance. 


The upcoming Air Force graduation 
was going to be a culmination of hard 
work and lifelong dreams for three gen- 
erations of the Nunez family and the 
families of 975 other senior cadets, or 
“firsties” as they are called on campus 
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TREVOR COKLEY — U.S. AIR FORCE 


Herb and 
Christine Loo 

of Yorba Linda 
stand in front of 
their home Friday 
wearing Air Force 
Academy shirts 
along with their 
coronavirus 
masks and 
holding an Air 
Force Academy 
banner. Their 
son, Connor Loo, 
graduates from 
the academy 
Saturday with 
little fanfare. 
MARK RIGHTMIRE 


Americans 
begin to 
set relief 
checks 


U.S. experiences biggest 
decline in industrial output 
since 1946; retail falls 8.7% 


By Christopher Rugaber, 
Paul Wiseman 
and Kelli Kennedy 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Government relief 
checks began arriving in Ameri- 
cans’ bank accounts as the eco- 
nomic damage to the U.S. from the 
coronavirus piled up Wednesday, 
and sluggish sales at reopened 
stores in Europe and China made 
it clear that business won’t neces- 
sarily bounce right back when the 
crisis eases. 

With many factories shut down, 
American industrial output shriv- 
eled in March, registering its big- 
gest decline since the U.S. demo- 
bilized in 1946 at the end of World 
War II. Retail sales fell by an un- 
precedented 8.7%, with April ex- 
pected to be far worse. 

The world’s biggest econ- 
omy began issuing one-time 
payments this week to tens of 
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The race is on 
in state to roll 
out blood tests 


By Teri Sforza 
tsforza@scng.com 
@terisforza on Twitter 


As hundreds of Californians 
die of COVID-19, some officials 
are working fast to launch blood 
testing that could bolster public 
health and help determine when 
it’s safe to resume normal life. 

In recent days, Santa Clara 
County teamed up with research- 
ers at Stanford University to test 
the blood of thousands of county 
residents for antibodies to the 
coronavirus, with a positive test 
indicating they’ve already been 
infected and recovered. 

Los Angeles County began a 
partnership with USC to do the 
same, rolling out blood tests over 
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